Families who blame the measles, mumps, and rubella triple vaccine (MMR vaccine) for their children's autism lost their final appeal for legal aid funding last week.
But 11 families who claim the vaccine caused other conditionssuch as epilepsy, encephalitis, and deafness-or who allege that their children were injured by earlier versions of the MMR vaccine which are now withdrawn, won funding to investigate the prospects of a claim against the vaccine's manufacturers.
The Funding Review Committee, which hears appeals against decisions by the Legal Services Commission to withdraw or refuse funding, turned down appeals by 26 families who argued that the vaccine was linked with autism.
Clare Dyer legal correspondent, BMJ
GP visits excluded from Netherlands' no claims bonus scheme
218, 117
The Dutch parliament has voted to scrap plans to include visits to GPs in their proposed "no claim bonus" scheme for public health insurance. The proposed plan would have meant that patients who used the health service infrequently would have had their rebate reduced every time they saw their family doctor. MPs felt that there should be no disincentive for patients to see their GP.
The no claim scheme, starting on 1 January, will now mean that patients whose hospital and pharmacy care costs less than €255 (£177; $319) each year will get the balance returned, as a reward for low use of health services. The scheme will be funded through an extra €68 on annual health insurance premiums. The government expects the scheme to save a total of €1.66bn.
The scheme had included GPs, with every visit or out of hours call knocking €5 off the annual reimbursement.
Tony Sheldon Utrecht

Doctors favour legalising assisted suicide for dying patients
109, 25
Just over half of British doctors questioned in a survey say they would welcome a law that allows them to help terminally ill people to die.
The survey, by the research organisation Medix UK, also found that 45% of the 1000 doctors questioned believe their colleagues are helping terminally ill patients to die. But as the law currently stands, their actions put them at risk of life imprisonment every time.
The survey also found that 27% of doctors have at some point been asked by a patient for help to die.
Altogether, 56% of doctors said they were in favour of legislation to allow assisted suicide for terminally ill patients, provided there were stringent safeguards and national guidelines. Just under a quarter (21%) of doctors favoured a law against the practice and 22% were unsure.
The results of the survey were released this week on the day that the BMA gave evidence to a specially convened House of Lords select committee on Lord Joffe's Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill.
The BMA is against the bill, although both the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal College of General Practitioners, which gave evidence last week, have dropped their opposition to it. But Lester Crawford, the FDA's acting commissioner, said last week, "We believe that all of the lots produced by that plant are suspect at this point. So we cannot allow them to be used in the United States, in the interest of public health." He said that only high risk groups such as infants, elderly people, and health workers will be eligible for vaccination this year.
Several states, including New Mexico, Oregon, Michigan, and Massachusetts, have threatened fines or jail terms for healthcare workers who give flu shots to healthy people.
Six million units of Chiron's Fluvirin vaccine have already been shipped to the United States, but Dr Crawford was "not optimistic" that these would be usable. He said the FDA is looking for replacement supplies: "Every known manufacturer of flu vaccine in the world is being contacted, and some progress is being made." Chiron, whose director Richard Wills resigned last week, received a grand jury subpoena from the US Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York, requesting information on its vaccine production and the factory's closure.
The flu vaccine issue has become entangled in the presidential race, as Democrats aired a television advertisement blaming the debacle on President George Bush. Mr Bush suggested that his government was "working with Canada to hopefully… help us realise the vaccine necessary." But the health and human resources secretary, Tommy Thompson, later told reporters that Canadian vaccine was not licensed for use in the United States and was unlikely to be approved in time for this year's flu season. "It doesn't look promising," he said.
Julie Gerberding, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said federal health authorities will take over the distribution of 22 million unshipped vaccines from the country's remaining supplier, Aventis Pasteur. 
